
23rd EUROPEAN TEAM CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Terme Catez, Slovenia 
11 - 22 November 2021 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR THE TEAM CAPTAINS 
 
 

Dear Team Captains, 
 

With this letter I would like kindly to inform you about the basic procedures of the 23rd European 
Team Chess Championships that will be held in Terme Catez, Slovenia, from 11 (Arrival)  to 22 November 
(Departure) 2021  
 

You will be provided with detailed instructions and the unique password for every participating Team, 
for the online registration of your Team composition for every round of the tournament. Additionally you 
have to submit the FIXED BOARD ORDER of your Team (i.e. the exact order of the boards, where you want 
the players of your team to play in the Tournament), during the Technical Meeting. 
 In case of facing any difficulties, you can send email to the Pairings Officer and Deputy Chief Arbiter 
IA Ana Srebrnic, at  ana.srebrnic@gmail.com. 
 
 

CAPTAINS’ MEETING: 
The Captains’ Meeting will take place on Thursday, 11 November, immediately after the Opening 

Ceremony, at 22:00 in Hotel Terme – Conference hall Termopolis. 
Your participation in the Meeting is very important, because all details and regulations of the specific 

tournaments will be discussed there. 
In case you will not be able to attend the Meeting, please appoint a representative for you. 
 
 
BEFORE THE ROUND: 
The Team pairings for the 1st Round will be published on the websites (official website, chess-

results.com, etc.) until 24:00 of 11 November, while for every round they will be published within two hours 
after the end of the last game of the specific round. 

The Board Pairings for the 1st Round will be submitted until 9:30 and they will be published until 
10:00 on 12 November (Round 1 will start at 15:00 on 12 November), while the Board pairings for every 
round shall be submitted also until 9:30 of the day of the specific round and they will be published until 10:00 
on the same day of the specific round.  

The submission must be online, through Swiss Manager Program, according to the instructions and 
with the use of the unique password that will be given to every Captain. In case of any problem, the Captains 
will be provided with the Pairings Officer’s telephone number and will have the possibility to call her. 

In case that no team composition will be submitted by the captain for a specific round within the 
deadline, the composition of the team shall be the Fixed Board Order (1, 2, 3, 4 boards) of the team. 
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ARRIVAL IN THE PLAYING HALL: 
Every round of the Tournament will start at 15:00. 
There will be NO Zero Tolerance Rule. The default time of the Tournament will be fifteen (15) 

minutes. It means that the players have the right to arrive at their board and make their first move up to 
(maximum) fifteen (15) minutes after the start of the round. If they arrive after fifteen (15) minutes from the 
start of the round, they may be forfeited, according to the FIDE Laws of Chess. 

At the entrances of the Playing Hall there will be Anti cheating Arbiters with hand held metal detectors 
and for anti-cheating measures all the players and Captains will have to be checked (or pass through the X-ray 
frames, in case they exist). In order to avoid long queues and delays of the start of the games, please make 
sure that your teams arrive in the Playing Hall quite in advance before the start of the round.  

Additionally, the Captains and the players have to deliver their laptops, mobile phones, watches, pens 
and any other communication device that they have with them, before entering the Playing Halls (they will be 
stored in special areas and given back to them on their departure from the Playing Hall). 

Please take care so that none of your players carry such devices with him/her during the round, 
because they will be penalized, according to the FIDE Laws of Chess and the FIDE Anti-cheating regulations 
(forfeiture). 

Captains are allowed to have books with them (supposing that they are not chess books, the Match 
Arbiters shall check them) and photo cameras. Taking photos (without flash) will be allowed according to the 
tournament regulations (i.e. only for the first ten (10) minutes after the start of the round). 

The Captains have the right to arrive in the Playing Hall maximum up to two (2) hours after the start of 
the round (The players of the Team have to inform the Match Arbiter accordingly). At the moment they enter 
the playing venue, they are not allowed to leave it and come back, before the end of the match of their Team. 

They must wear their badges and present them to any check. 
In order a Match to start, three (3) players of each team must be present.  
 
 
DURING THE ROUND: 
Chairs for the Captains will be in the Playing Hall (next to the Arbiter’s chair). 
The Captains have the right to communicate with their players according to the Laws of Chess, as 

follows: 
The Team Captain must not stand behind the opposing team during play; it means he has to stand 

behind the players of their own team. 
If the Team Captain wishes to speak to one of his players, he shall first approach the Match Arbiter. 

The Team Captain shall then speak to the player in the presence of an Arbiter, using a language the arbiter can 
understand. The same procedure shall be followed if a player needs to speak to the Captain. 

A Team Captain is entitled to advise the players of his team to make or accept an offer of a draw, 
following the draw restriction rule which is in effect for the Tournament (30 moves must have been made by 
black) and it is written in the tournament regulations. He shall not intervene in a game in any other way. He 
must not discuss any position on any board during play. 

The Team Captain may delegate his functions to another person, provided he informs the Match 
Arbiter of this in writing in advance. 

Captains and players must wear their badges that they will receive from the Organizers, during the 
whole round. 

The Captains are not allowed to visit the Press-Room or any other area of the playing venue, where 
they could analyze any games. They must not carry any mobile phone, watch, laptop, tablet or any other 
device of communication while being in the Playing Venue. 

If a Captain or a player wants to submit a complaint for cheating reasons, he has to fill the form of the 
“In tournament complaint”, according to the FIDE Anti-cheating regulations. This form will be provided by 
the Chief Arbiter or the Deputy Chief Arbiters. 

 
 
 
 



 
AFTER THE END OF THE MATCH: 
The Captain (or the player who finishes his/her game last) MUST sign the Match Protocol, after 

checking the results of the games and the final result of the match written by the Match Arbiter.  
In case any player of his/her team will be selected for a check according to the article 11.3.3. of the 

Laws of Chess and the Anti-cheating regulations (i.e. thorough check in a separate room, with private 
inspection of clothes, bags and other items of the player), he may be present, as a witness of his/her player. 

 
 
COVID-19 PROTOCOL: 
The Organizer will take all the necessary measures according to the National and FIDE/ECU health 

protocols, valid for the event period, for the Covid19 Pandemic. All the information and details can be found 
on the official website and the link: 

https://www.euroteamchess2021.eu/eu-team-21-health-protocol/ 
 
When entering Slovenia, the following legal requirements may apply (in accordance with applicable 

state regulations): 
Presentation of a medical certificate or proof of a valid negative test result for SARS-CoV-2, a 

vaccination certificate or proof of recovery from SARS-CoV-2 issued (within the last 6 months) in Slovenian 
or English language.  

*Conditions may change, so please follow the news regarding entry to Slovenia on the next website: 
https://www.gov.si/en/topics/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/ 

The recommendation for all participants is to be vaccinated. 
 

 
 

I believe that the Captains play an important role and their contribution to the success of the 
tournaments is very important. 

 
The good co-operation between Captains, Players and Arbiters is necessary, for the success of the 23rd 

European Team Chess Championships. 
 

I hope to have your valuable help on this issue. 
 

 
 

 
 

IA Takis Nikolopoulos 
Chief Arbiter  
23rd European Team Chess Championships 
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