
 23rd EUROPEAN TEAM CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Terme Catez, Slovenia 

11 - 22 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

TECHNICAL / CAPTAINS’  MEETING 

 

CHIEF ARBITER:               IA Takis Nikolopoulos (GRE)   
DEPUTY CHIEF ARBITER:          IA  Marco Biagioli (ITA):     OPEN SECTION 
DEPUTY CHIEF ARBITER:          IA Ana Srebrnic (SLO):       WOMEN SECTION 
PAIRINGS:                                           IA Ana Srebrnic (SLO)   
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR:              IO Nina Rob (SLO) (SLO) 
 
 
PLAYING HALL: The tournaments will be played at Hotel Toplice of Terme Catez Spa Complex, in Terme 
Catez, Slovenia. 
  In the Playing area, only Players, Captains, Arbiters, Officials, Organizer’s staff, Official Photographers 
(wearing the relevant accreditation badges, given by the Organizer) and persons authorized by the Chief 
Arbiter with their accreditation card, are allowed. 

 No Spectators are allowed to be in the Playing Hall, due to COVID-19 Health Protocol. 
 All persons (Players, Captains, Arbiters, e.t.c.) who are allowed to be in the Playing Hall must wear 
their badges that were given by the Organizer; otherwise, they will not be allowed to enter. 
 
 
SYSTEM OF GAMES:  There will be Swiss System Tournaments in 9 rounds and in 2 Groups (Open and 
Women). 
             Swiss Manager Program will be used for the pairings, according to the ECU regulations. 
             Pairings will be announced as soon as possible and maximum 2 hours after the end of 
the last game of the Round.  
                       They will be published on the Chess-results website and on the Official website of the 
event and will be posted in announcement boards outside of the Playing Hall.  
             The Fixed Board Order (FBO) of the teams must be delivered to the Chief Arbiter during 
the captains’ meeting. 
             The teams’ compositions for every round will be delivered on line, until 09:30 of the day 
of the round, according to the instructions that will be given to the captains during the captains’ meeting. 
              
 
 
SCHEDULE:                 The technical/Captains’ Meeting will be at 20:30, on November 11 (Thursday), in the 
Playing Hall. 
                                     Round 1 will start at 15:00, on November 12 (Friday) 
             Free day is on November 17 (Wednesday) 
             Round 9 (last) will start at 15:00, on November 21 (Sunday) 
             Closing Ceremony will start at 21:30, on November 21. 
 
 



 
TIME CONTROL:  For both tournaments:  
      90 minutes for 40 moves + 30 minutes for the end of the game, with 30 seconds increment 
per move, starting from move 1, per player. 
      DGT electronic clocks will be used. No move counter will be used. 
 
 
LIVE TRANSMISSION:  All games will be transmitted live on Internet. 
    
 
TOURNAMENT REGULATIONS:  
  (1). It will be no Zero Tolerance Rule. The default time will be 15 minutes (i.e. the players may 
be late for the start of the round maximum up to 15 minutes. Any player who will arrive in his/her board in 
more than 15 minutes after the start of the round shall lose his/her game). 
  (2). There will be a Draw Restriction Rule for thirty (30) moves.  Players may only agree to a 
draw after Black has made the 30th move. In case of a threefold repetition claim the players have to call the 
Arbiter. If a player is offered a draw before the 30th move has been made by Black, he should call the 
arbiter. His opponent shall be penalized for distraction, according to the FIDE Laws of Chess, by adding two 
(2) minutes to the player. 
  (3). Players who have finished their games must leave the playing area immediately after the 
end of their games. 
  (4). Players who are playing their games are not allowed to speak with other players or with 
any other person. For anti cheating measures there will be additional Arbiters (Anti cheating Arbiters) inside 
and outside of the playing hall, which will check if the players contact between each other or with other 
persons during their games. These Arbiters are entitled to forfeit the players immediately, in case they 
notice such inappropriate contacts. 
  (5). Players are forbidden to carry with them in the playing hall and during their games 
mobiles, watches, pens or any other communication devices. According to the FIDE Laws of Chess and the 
FIDE and ECU Anti cheating regulations, the Arbiters have the right to search any player (his/her pockets, 
shoes, clothes, bags, e.t.c.) before, during or after the game and in case a mobile or any communication 
device will be found with him/her, he/she will be forfeited immediately, even if the devices will be switched 
off. 
  (6). Any player who wants to complain for cheating by his/her opponent must sign the In-
Tournament Complaint Form, otherwise the complaint will not be taken into consideration. In case the 
complaint will be proved unjustified, the player will have the consequences, according to the FIDE Anti 
cheating regulations. 
  (7). After the end of their game the players have to sign both score sheets and, in order to 
avoid wrong results, to call the Arbiter and give him the score sheets. They are not allowed to leave their 
board before the Arbiter comes to the board, collects and checks both score sheets. 
  (8). During the games the captains and the players must stand behind the players of their own 
teams.  
  (9). After the end of the match the captains must sign the match protocol sheet after checking 
it, in order to avoid any wrong result. 
   
 
TIE BREAK CRITERIA: The order of teams that finish with the same number of match points shall be 
determined by application of the following tie-breaking procedures in sequence, proceeding from (a) to (b), 
to (c), to (d), to the extent required: 
 (a). By the sum of Sonneborn-Berger points, which is calculated as follows: match points of each 
opponent, excluding the opponent who scored the lowest number of match points, multiplied by the 
number of board points scored against each opponent respectively. The highest number wins.  In case of 



two or more opponents with the same total of match points, the lowest results of multiplication shall be 
excluded. 

(b). By the number of board points won. The highest score wins. 
(c). By the sum of the board points of all teams’ opponents.  The highest score wins. 
(d). By the sum of the board points of all opponents defeated plus one half of the board points of all 

the opponents with which a tied result was achieved. The highest score wins. 
 

DRESS CODE:  All participants as well as the officials (arbiters, captains and others being in the playing area) 
must comply with the ECU Dress Code, as it is described in the ECU Regulations. Participants and officials will 
present themselves in a neat and clean appearance.  

Shorts, caps, slippers, sunglasses, hats - except for religious reasons, etc. are not allowed. 
 

PRIZES:  
The first three (3) teams in the Open and Women’s sections will receive trophies. 
Each member of the winning team (players, reserves and captains) in each section will receive a gold 

medal and diploma. The members of the second and third placed teams in each section will receive silver 
and bronze medal and a diploma respectively. 
 Individual prizes (medals) will be awarded to the three (3) best performing players on each board, 
including reserve. Performances shall be calculated as per ECU Tournament Rules (the maximum rating 
difference of two players shall be 400 points and in case of unplayed games for all calculations the current 
FIDE rating regulations shall be applied).  

The player must take part in 70% of the rounds (6 games out of 9). The reserve players must take part 
in 50% of the rounds (5 games out of 9). 
 The highest performance wins. In case of a tie it shall be broken by: 

(a) Mutual results (if all played against each other) 
(b) Number of games, the highest number wins. 
(c) Percentage score, the highest number wins. 
(d) Final ranking of the team, the player in the highest ranked team wins. 

 
All players and team captains must take part in the opening and closing ceremonies. 

 
 
 ANTI CHEATING MEASURES: 
 The ECU anti-cheating guidelines, the FIDE Code of Ethics and the ECU Fair Play Code are valid for all 
the European Championships and all players, arbiters, organizers and participants shall observe these 
regulations.  
 No people without any accreditation would be admitted in the Playing Hall. 
 The following anti cheating measures will be applied: 
 (a). Passing through and Hand held metal detectors will be used for checking of all people entering 
the playing hall.  
 (b). Additional Arbiters (“Anti cheating” Arbiters) will be inside and outside of all Playing Hall, 
checking the players for contacts with other players or other persons (spectators, captains, trainers, e.t.c.). 
They are entitled to forfeit the players immediately, in case they notice inappropriate contacts. 
 (c). Arbiters may perform random checks of the players, according to the article 11.3 of the FIDE Laws 
of Chess and the FIDE Anti cheating guidelines. 
 (d). Watches and pens are not allowed. Pens will be provided by the Organizers. Other items might 
be forbidden in the Playing Venue, upon Fair Play Officer’s decision. 
 (e). All games of every round will be checked by the FIDE Screening Tool (Prof. Regan’s FIDE approved 
system). 
 
 
 



 
APPEALS COMMITTEE:  
              Chairman:     IO Boris Kutin (SLO) 
  Member:       IO/FM Johann Poecksteiner (AUT) 
              Member:       IA/FM Paris Klerides (CYP)  
 
 Substitutes:   Two more substitute members will be appointed during the Captains’ Meeting.  
 
 Protests, including protests against decisions of the Chief Arbiter or his assistants, or the Tournament 
Director, must be submitted in written form to the Chairman of the Appeals Committee within one (1) hour 
after completion of the respective game. 
 

The appeal submission fee is set to two hundred euros (200€) 
 
 
 
COVID-19 PROTOCOL: 
 
 In the European Team Chess Championships, the following Health Protocol will be applied:  
  
 A. Tests  
 
1. All players, captains, arbiters, and tournament staff after their arrival in the venue on 11 November are 
obliged to take a rapid Antigen test by the Organizing Committee.  
 
2. All players, captains, arbiters and tournament staff on 17th November free day are obliged to have a 
Rapid or PCR Antigen test by the Organizing Committee.  
 
3. Tournament Medical Staff may decide on additional Rapid/PCR test in special cases, symptoms, tracing of 
close contacts (of a positive case) and according to the Slovenia health legislation.  
 

Recommendation:  
It is strongly recommended to all National federations to make a test (Rapid/PCR) to their delegations one 
day before departure (vaccinated or not vaccinated members of the teams).  
 
 B. Personal Safety Measures:  
 
1. Masks 
 
Face Masks are obligatory in the playing hall under the current conditions during the round which will be 
able to put off during the game while sitting in their position.  
Arbiters and rest officials/staff in playing hall shall be always with face mask.  
Surgical, Cloth masks or plastic covers of face can be used by players/arbiters.  
Chief Arbiter, after an advice of the medical staff, may oblige a player to use a face mask during all game in 
case of symptoms or close contact with a positive case.  
 
2. Screening for Acute Respiratory Infections:  
 
Participants shall inform the organizing committee for any health symptoms (fever, cough etc).  
 
3. Walking restrictions in the Playing Hall:  
 



It is highly advisable to not allow any unnecessary walking of the participants in the Playing Hall.  
 
4. Hand Sanitizers:  
 
Hand sanitizers should be hanging at the Entrance of the Playing Hall as well as the Exits of the Toilets, 
Smoking Areas and any additional needed areas for the participants.  
 
5. Social Distancing measures:  
 
This includes provision of the safe social distancing at the playing hall (at least 1.5m) from everyone except 
the opponent.  
 

 C. Safe Playing Environment:  
 
1. Adequate ventilation of the closed spaces:  
● Open space or open windows that provide adequate supply of the fresh air is the best.  
● Ventilation system that provides adequate circulation of the air inside the closed hall.  
 
2. Daily disinfection of the touched surfaces in the Playing Venue:  
3. Open Area where one can be allowed to take off the mask.  
4. Doctor's Room/Isolation rooms where one can wait for the arrival of medical services in case anyone feels 
sick.  
5. Hand Sanitizers at designated places with clear directions of use.  
6. No visitors allowed in the playing venue. Only Players, Arbiters, Captains members of the Appeals 
Committee, officials, and tournament staff are allowed in the Playing Hall. 
7. Safety Protocols and Special Rules and Regulations hanging in clearly visible places.  
 
 D. Special Competition Rule in case of positive player or medical enforced quarantine  
 
In case a player of a team has a positive test on the arrival day or during the tournament or a player must 
follow an enforced medical quarantine, the team could replace him/her with a new player not in the initial 
team composition of 5 players. Each team has the right for one such substitution during the tournament.  
 
 
*Health protocol may be updated anytime under new rules or conditions.  
 


